In The Claims: 



1. {Currently Amended) A method of contrast matching a first image and a 
second image oomprising: 

generating an image ratio of the first image and the second image, said ratio 
having a numerator and a denominator : 

regularizing the image ratio by adding a constant to the denominator to form a 
regularized image ratio; 

filtering the regularized image ratio to form a filtered ratio; and 

multiplying the second image by the filtered ratio to form an adjusted image. 

2. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1 wherein filtering comprises low 

pass filtering. 

3. (Original) A method as recited in claim 2 wherein low pass filtering 
comprises boxcar filtering. 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Currently Amended) A method as recited in claim 1 wherein forming an 
i mago rat i o oompriooo form i ng an i mag e ratio - having a numorator and a denominator and 
wherein regularizing comprises multiplying the numerator by the second image and the 
denominator by the second image and adding [[a]] the constant to the denominator. 

6. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1 wherein multiplying comprises 
multiplying the second image by the filtered ratio to form the adjusted image where the adjusted 
image is contrast matched to the first image. 

7. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1 wherein multiplying comprises 
multiplying the second image by the filtered ratio to form the adjusted image where the adjusted 
image is brightness matched to the first image. 
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8. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1 wherein multiplying comprises 
multiplying the second image by the filtered ratio to form the adjusted image where the adjusted 
image is contrast and brightness matched to the first image. 

9. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1 further comprising prior to filtering, 
regularizing an image ratio of the second image with respect to the first image to form a 
regularized image ratio. 

10. (Currently Amended) A method of operating a digital image device 

comprising: 

generating a first digital image; 

generating a second digital image; 

matching the second image to the first image by, 

generating an image ratio of the first image and the second imag e, said ratio 
having a numerator and a denominator ; 

regularizing an image ratio of the second image with respect to the first image to 
form a regularized image ratio; 

filtering the regularized image ratio to form a filtered ratio; and 

multiplying the second image by the filtered ratio to form an adjusted image. 

11. (Original) A method as recited in claim 10 wherein filtering comprises low 

pass filtering. 

12. (Original) A method as recited in claim 11 wherein low pass filtering 
comprises boxcar filtering. 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Currently Amended) A method as recited in claim 10 wherein forming an 
imag e ratio oompr i sos form i ng an imago rat i o h a ving a numorator and a - d e nom i n a tor - and 
wh e r ei n regularizing comprises multiplying the numerator by the second image and the 
denominator by the second image and adding [[a]] the constant to the denominator. 
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15. (Original) A method as recited in claim 10 wherein multiplying comprises 
multiplying the second image by the filtered ratio to form the adjusted image where the adjusted 
image is contrast matched to the first image, 



16. (Original) A method as recited in claim 10 wherein multiplying comprises 
multiplying the second image by the filtered ratio to form the adjusted image where the adjusted 
image is brightness matched to the first image. 

17. (Original) A method as recited in claim 10 wherein multiplying comprises 
multiplying the second image by the filtered ratio to form the adjusted image where the adjusted 
image is contrast and brightness matched to the first image. 

•1 8. (Currently Amended) An imaging system comprising: 
an image forming device for generating a first image and a second image; and 
a controller coupled to said image forming device for receiving said first image 
and said second image; said controller generating an image ratio of the first image and the 
second image, said ratio . having a numerator and a denominator regularizing an image ratio of 
the second image with respect to the first image to form a regularized image ratio bv adding a 
constant to the denominator , filtering the regularized image ratio to form a filtered ratio, and 
multiplying the second image by the filtered ratio to form an adjusted image. 

19. (Original) An imaging system as recited in claim 18 further comprising a 
display coupled to said controller for displaying said adjusted image. 

20. (Original) An imaging system as recited in claim 1 8 further comprising a 
storage medium for storing the first image the second image and the adjusted image. 



8 

09/682,934 

PAGE 9/11 1 RCVD AT 3/4/2005 10:44:48 AM [Eastern Standard Time] ■ SVR:USPTO£FXRF-1/0 1 DNiS:3729305 ' CSID:248 2239522 x DURATION (mm-ss):0246 



